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The 2003 L egislative Session

Jefferson City -- Lawmakers convened this week in the state Capitol to begin the First
Regular Session of the 92nd Missouri Generd Assembly. The beginning of each Generd
Assembly is noteworthy, and this session is expected to be especialy historic. An exceptiondly
high number of new lawvmakers -- 90 state representatives and 12 senators -- were elected to this
Generd Assembly and administered the oath of office as the session began on Wednesday.

Asareault of changesin partisan makeup -- akey factor in deciding leadership postions
and the ability to shape legidation through the process -- there has been aturnover in party
control of the House of Representatives for the first time since 1955.

In addition to these changes, the full Generd Assembly will face mgor issues early this
session. At thefirg of the two annua sessions that make up each Missouri Generdl Assembly,
new leadership is eected and new committees are gppointed to handle the flow of legidation
through the lawmaking process.

This week, the Senate began this process by gppointing three key committees, the first of
severd necessary to get the session fully underway. One of these committees, the Senate
Committee on Rules, Joint Rules, Resolutions and Ethics is respongible for reviewing dl billsto
ensure they are properly perfected and printed. | have been selected to serve as Vice Chairman of
this committee which aso handles ethics issues in the Senate and reviews resolutions that are
introduced to change the rules under which the Sernete operates.

The Senate Administration Committee, which handles the business matters related to the
Senate, a0 was appointed, as was the Gubernatoria A ppointments Committee.



Under the Condtitution of Missouri, gppointments by the governor, such as personnel
named to head state departments and to fill positions on boards and commissions, must receive
the advice and consent of the Senate.

With anumber of vacancies being filled during the interim between sessions, this
committee will face alarge number of gppointments that it must review. In doing so, this
committee -- and the full Senate -- plays an important role in the balance of power between the
executive and legidative branches established by the people in our Sate's condtitution.

The Senate thisweek aso sent itsfirst piece of legidation to committee. -- Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 1, which | have co-sponsored. Under the Condtitution, a Citizens
Commission on Compensation for Elected Officia's makes recommendations on increasing the
sdaries of satewide eected officias, lawmakers and judges. If the legidature does not passa
resolution rgecting the schedule in the first few weeks of the sesson, the higher sdary schedule
will teke effect.

While sdlaries themselves are subject to gppropriation later in the sesson as lavmakers
finalize the state budget, Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 1, which has now been sent to the
newly gppointed Senate Rules Committee, would regject the recommendation of the commission
and keep the salary schedule at its present level. Approva by the full Senate and the House of
Representatives would be required for approva of the resolution once it advances out of the
Rules Committee.

Thisresolution is the first of an estimated 1,500 bills expected to be introduced this
session, including those that make up the state budget -- the mogt chdlenging job facing
lawmakers each year.

| would like to encourage my congtituents to contact me with any questions, comments or
concerns regarding any legidative issues. Please fed free a any time to contact my officein
Jefferson City at the State Capitol, Room 433, Jefferson City, Missouri 65101, (573) 751-2306,
or at gary nodler@senate.state. mo.us.

Itistruly an honor to represent Dade, Jasper and Newton counties and | look forward to
hearing from you.
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